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EAST TEXAS COLLOQUY
by Bobby Johnson
The East Texas Historical Association held its spring 1973 meeting at Tyler Junior
College on March 24. Adverse weather kept attendance down, but those present con~
eluded that it was a good meeting.
The first session consisted of papers by Dr. Deward C. Brown of Texas Christian
University and W. T. Block of Nederland. Dr. Brown spoke on "Texas and the Catholic
Issue in the Presidential Campaign of 1960. ,. while Block discussed "Dutch Immigration
of Jefferson and Chambers Counties during the Period 1895-1915." Dr. E. M. Potter.
academic vice president of Tyler Jr. College, welcomed the group.

The second session was a symposium on "Regional Historical Associations and
the National Bicentennial Celebration: Prospects and Possibilities." Participants were
Mrs. Gene Jones Riddle of the ARBC in Austin, Dr. Edward H. Phillips of Austin
College, and Dr. Frank H. Smyrl of East Texas State University.
Dr. Ralph W. Goodwin, president of the Association, spoke at the luncheon held
in Wyatt's Cafeteria. His topic was "Our Association in the Seventies: Projecting for
the Future."
The Association wishes to thank Dr. Goodwin for preparing the program and
Tyler Jr. College for hosting it. Bob Glover of the Social Sciences Department at Tyler
served as local arrangements chairman.
Most of you are probably already aware that the Stephen F. Austin State University Library has a new multi-million dollar physical facility.
The Special Collections Department, in particular, has three times as much floor
space in the new building. In addition, the department has a humidity control system, a
fire detection system, microfilm readers, and a large, confortably furnished, reading
area. Also, those who use the department will now have easy access to Xerox service.
The department is located on the second floor of the four-story structure, along with the
Humanities subject division. The scope of the department is still East Texas life, culture,
economy, and history.
Gloria Frye, Special Collections Librarian, invites our members to use the department for research purposes and to view various displays of rare books and documents.

~

As the nation approaches the bicentennial celebration of the American Revolution,
the state commission moves on with its plans for the anniversary here in Texas. Promotional literature indicates a wide range of activities already underway and many
more in the planning stages. Hopefully, the celebration will spread to every community
in the state. Because of its rich historical heritage, East Texas should be in the forefront of this effort. The Journal will be happy to print news of any Bicentennial activity
in our region. Please send your news items on this or any other historical developments
to Box 6223, SFA, Nacogdoches. Texas.
Sam Kinch, Sr. of Austin is chairman of the ARBC in Texas, and Gene Jones
Riddle is executive director.

~

One East Texas community, Grapeland, has been busy with its own historical
celebration. An interesting little book, "Crossroads to Progress," commemorates
Grapeland's cenlennial year. filled with pictures and articles, the book capsules Grapeland's development from 1872 to 1972. Mrs. Ava Bush, a member of the Association,
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wrote two articles. The community celebration also included a pageant entitled "We'll
Call it Grapeland," presented last October.
¥'

,

Speaking of local history. the American Association for State and Local History
continues to sent us its excellent publication, History News. The November 1972
issue lists a number of awards in state and local history, including commendations to
two authors of books touching upon Texas. Lawrence D. Rice was cited for The Negro
in Texas. published by the Louisiana State University Press, and William Seale for
Sam Houston's Wife, published by the University of Oklahoma Press.
A useful article. "Effective Public Relations: Communicating Your Image,"
appeared in the March 1973 issue of History News. All historically-oriented groups
could profit from the tips offered by Robert Wheeler of the Minnesota Historical
Society.
A film on Sacred Harp singing in Mississippi is available for rental, according to
to the American Folklore Newsletter. Shot by the Extension Division of the University
of Mississippi, the 16mm film may be rented by writing Robert D. Oesterling, Division
of Extension, University of Mississippi, University, Miss., 38677.
Our own State Historical Survey Committee recently announced that Miss Mavis
Bryant has been appointed curator of the Sam Rayburn House in Bonham. This stateowned historical museum was schedule to open in the fall of 1973. In addition to overseeing the property, Miss Bryant will be engaged in research on Rayburn's life and
will act as a consultant for the Historical Survey Committee to museums throughout
North and East Texas. A native of Denison, Miss Bryant holds a B.A. from Stanford
University and an M.A. from the University of Texas.
The Special Collections Department of the Stephen F. Austin State University
Library now has the Lutcher-Moore Lumber Company records processed. Henry Jacob
Lutcher and G. Bedell Moore formed a partnership sometime during the 1860's which
evolved into the Lutcher-Moore Lumber Company. Lutcher and Moore visited Texas
in 1876 and decided to establish a saw mill and lumber plant in Orange. Moore soon
moved to San Antonio and engaged in real estate enterprises, but Lutcher went on to
become a noted developer of the Texas Gulf Coast area. The Lutcher-Moore records
were donated to Stephen F. Austin by Boise Southern Company of DeRidder, Louisiana. The material, acquired by the University in the Fall of 1971. consists of over
44,000 items, including 34 ledgers. These records are contained in 185 boxes. Among
the items are such things as timber estimates, maps, records of land, forestry records,
and general correspondence.
The Special Collections Department has also done much of the processing on the
Kirby and Temple Lumber Company records.
Stephen F. Austin was again fortunate this past Fall (1972) when the Library
acquired approximately 1600 books of Texana donated by Arthur E. Thomas, a retired
Dallas architect. The collection was appraised by John H. Jenkins of Austin and ~
valued at $28,500.00 All but forty of the books are out-of-print and are either scarc"
or rare.
Walsworth Publishing Company, long active in state and local history, advises
us that new technical processes have allowed them to double the production capabilities
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of their book publishing plant. Consequently, the company has a new printmg program
for historical publicaLons, including county and city histories, centennial books, and
reprints of existing books. Those interested should write Rush Johnson, Jr., Walsworth
Publishing Co., Marceline, Mo" 64658.
Information on the National Museum Act Program is available from the Smithsonian Institution. The guidelines indicate that local museums may seek federal assist·
anee. Interested persons should write to Frederick Schmid, Assistant Director.
Office of Museum Programs, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C., 20560.

The Former Texas Rangers Association, Inc., is joining in the 150th anniversary
of Texas' legendary law enforcement body. This is a statewide ol'"ganization with head~
quarters at the Memorial Hall in Brackenridge Park, San Antonio. The gmup is
currently wOl'"king to keep the headquarters building open most of the year, but it is
in need of more members. Descendants of Texas Rangers are urged to join the organization. The state office is located in the First Victoria National Bank Building, Victoria,
Texas.
EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIAnON
Minutes
Board of DiI'"ectors Meeting
Spring 1973
The Board of Directors of the East Texas Historical Association met Saturday, March
24,1973, in the Confel'"ence Room orthe Vaughn Library on the campus of Tyler Junior
College. The follow~ members were present: Lee Lawrence, Dr. Robert Cotner,
Dr. Robert Maxwell, Dr. James Nichols, Dr. Archie McDonald, Dr. Ralph Goodwin,
Mr. Maury Darst, Mrs. W. S. Terry, and Mrs. Tommie Jan Lowery.
The following items of business were discussed:
t. The minutes of the October meeting were approved.
2. The financial statement was discussed. A motion to approve the statement was made
by Mr. Lawrence, the second made by Dr. Cotner, and the Board approved.
3. In a report on the Status of the Spring issue of the Journal, Dr. McDonald stated
that these should be in the mail the following week.
4. DL Goodwin asked for a discussion of an award in honor of DL Chamberlain. A
motion was made by Dr. Nichols that a Charles Kincheloe Chamberlain Award be
established to honor the author of the best Juurnal article each year. The motion
included a committee composed of Chairman~ Dr. Goodwin, Maury Darst, and Lee
Lawrence to work out the details of the award and to choose the fil'"st recepient from
the articles in Volume 10. After a second by DL Maxwell, the Board approved.
5. A letter of resignation from Dr. John Payne of Sam Houston State University was
read to the Board. The Board expressed its regret at his resignation. To fill the
vacancy on the Board of Directors crealed by this resignation, Me. Lawrence
nominated Dr. Claude Hall of Texas A & M University. Dr. Maxwell seconded
~
the motion and the Board approved.
6. The date of the Fall meeting was set as October 13, 1973.
7. The Board expressed its regret that Mr. F. l. Tucker could not be at the meeting
and wished him a speedy recovery.
8. The possibilities for increasing membership were discussed. Dr. Goodwin suggested
that the Board look into the possibility of an Executive Secretary being appointed.

tt
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Mr. Darst reported on his attempt to secure interest, and Mr. Lawrence stressed
the need to build a membership from interested lay and professional historians who
will attend meetings and remain with the organization over the years.
The meeting adjourned at 9: 15
Respectfully submitted,
Tommie Jan Lowery
Secretary·Treasurer

Anne Clarke's Historical Homes of San Augustine continues to receive favorable
reviews. One of the latest appeared in the H ouslon Post in March, when reviewer
William Seale described the book as "a selective description of the fabric of a town."
He praised the work, published by Encino Press, for celebrating the life of a small town
as it is.

Francis Ingraham Tucker, a charter member of the East Texas Historical
Association, died at his home in Nacogdoches on April 27, 1973. Mr. Tucker
served as the second president of the Association and has been continuously
a member of the Boord of Directors for the past nine years. He was deeply
interested in state and local history and was one of the early promoters of such
a society dedicated to the preservation and advancement of the history of the
East Texas region.
Born onJune 4, 1900, F. 1. Tucker grew up in Nacogdoches among pioneers
who could remember Texas as an independent republic. From these early settlers
Me. Tucker learned not only local history but many tales of folklore with which
he often regaled his younger companions. His reminiscences were replete with
accounts of such figures as Sam Houston, James Starr, Thomas J. Rusk, Anna
Reguet, and Adolphus Sterne. Mr. Tucker attended the University of Texas,
where he worked on the staff of the Daily Texan, studied law under the direction
of Judge J. J. Greve, and was admitted to the Texas har in 1927. For more than
forty years he was a prominent lawyer in his home town and well-known throughout the state. He was a member of the Texas State Bar Association, the American
Bar Association, and practiced before the Federal Commerce Court. He was
an active churchman in Christ Episcopal Church in Nacogdoches, serving
repeatedly as vestryman and Warden. He was a director of the Commercial
National Bank, and the First Federal Savings and Loan Association. At various
times he served as member of the Nacogdoches Historical commission and the
Nacogdoches County Historical Survey Committee.
He is survived by his wife, Mrs. Eunice O'Hara Tucker, one daughter,
Mrs. Charles E. Thompson of McAllen, and two grandchildren. The officers
and members of the East Texas Historical Associationjoin his family in mourning
the untimely passing of F. I. Tucker, a true gentleman and historical scholar.
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